eMINTS National Center

Lesson Plan Title: Team Project – First 10 Amendments
Topic: First 10 Amendments to the Constitution (Bill of Rights)
Teacher Name: Christie Levey


Teacher Grade: 8th Grade
Teacher School: Any Jr. High School


Teacher District:  Any Town School District
	Standards (Performance, Knowledge and NETS-S): 

	SS1 1.10, DOK - 2

Apply important principles of the Bill of Rights, such as:

1.
Basic rights and freedoms (for rights listed, see Amendments 1-8; for rights not listed, see Amendment 9)

2.
Protections against the government (fair trials, rights of accused, due process of law, etc.)

NETS-S

3. Research and Information Fluency 

 Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. Students:

  b. locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a         variety of sources and media.

Using a PowerPoint Presentation, students will be able to document the first 10 amendments to the Constitution, this will include key concept, why was it included in the Bill of Rights, and one reason for the amendment and one reason against the amendment, using a skit, song or game relate how this amendment affects you as a student. 
Students will internet sites to research the information needed to answer questions generated by this assignment.

	What concepts do you want students to understand after completing this lesson?

	The students will learn the order, history, basic timeline for the creation of the amendment from beginning to ratification, and how each amendment relates to them today.

	Essential Question:

	What are the first ten amendments to the constitution, why have each come into being, and what is the major impact of each amendment on the United States today?  Please give an example of how you as students are impacted by this amendment.


	Criteria for Success (How will you know students have gained the understanding of the concepts?):

	At the end of each presentation, the students will be able to answer 5 questions related to the amendment and what they learned from the presentation.  The Questions are:
What is the amendment?

Who wrote the amendment?

When was it ratified?

How does it relate to you as a student?

Summarized what you learned from this presentation.


	Resources (What resources will you and your students use?):

	The student will utilize their text book, internet resources, library text and resources (such as encyclopedia, etc.) Included is a list of acceptable locations online for gathering this information.   Those locations can include, but are not limited to:

www.billofrightsinstitute.org,
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights.html, http://library.thinkquest.org/5873/importan.htm, http://www.congressforkids.net/games/billofrights/2_billofrights.htm, http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Bill_of_Rights.aspx. 

The groups of students will use the computers in the library, as well as in the classrooms.  They will also exchange information on the class website discussion board.


	Management (How will students share technology resources? How will you break up the lesson into segments-the number of hours or days?)

	Students will be divided into groups of two to three students, using a method of drawing a pencil that has their assigned group and focus on it.  When the Students get into the groups, they will determine who will cover which portions each member will cover.  One member should cover the history.  One should cover the basic rights and freedoms allowed by the amendment.  One member should cover how the amendment affects them today.  Each member should work on their portions for the Power Point presentation, but all members should contribute to the skit/game/song portion of the presentation. 
Students will have two to three days of class time to work in groups to create a presentation on one of the 10 amendments.  They will have access to the classroom computers, library, and outside materials. Students will meet with teacher during one of the two planning days to discuss any questions, whether technology based or subject matter based.   Students will create a 5 to 10 minute power point presentation that illustrates the important facts of their amendment.  Presentations will last two to three days. The following is the day to day agenda:
Day 1: Students will see the copy of the Bill of Rights displayed on the overhead projector as they walk in the classroom.  At that time, teacher will pass out a document that states what the project is to be about, expectations for projects, and questions that should be answered by the project.  A container with pencils will be set in the front, and students will draw their assignments from the container.  They will move into their groups.  The students will have the opportunity to discuss what each student in the group will work individually on, and what the group will work on together. At which time they will turn into the teacher a sheet of paper that documents what their amendment is and who will be assigned to which parts of the assignment. Then, the teacher will give a review of how the Power Point presentation program works, using a Power Point Presentation worksheet they keep in their binders (additional worksheets are available in folder at supply desk).  Followed by a review on how to look up websites on the web, using the given websites worksheet.  Finished off by a quick review on the correct documentation required for siting websites and books.  Following each review, students will be asked a couple of questions for understanding, they will raise their hands to show
Day 2: Students will meet at the school library to begin research for their presentation.  They will have the entire class period to work on their research together as a group.  They will also have time set aside to meet with the teacher for 5 to 10 minutes to discuss questions and concerns they have about their project.
Day 3: Students will return to the classroom, where they will be able to use classroom computers to finish working on their presentations.  The teacher will also finish meeting with groups to discuss any lingering questions.

Day 4:  Student presentations begin.  Each group will give their presentations, followed by a list of questions that will be answered by the rest of the class.

Day 5: Presentations will continue, following the same guidelines as Day 4.

Day 6: Finish any presentations not completed in the previous two days.  Students will have a chance to discuss questions and review the information that had been discussed in the presentations.
Day 7: Unit Test over Bill of Rights


	Learner Diversity (What diverse learner needs do you need to consider when selecting resources, grouping students or planning the culminating project? Are there any special considerations such as assistive technologies or second-language learning to take into account?)

	Need to start off with a quick refresher on use of internet.

Also go over a refresher on using MS Power Point.  

Teacher will be available for questions and to assist groups with any difficulties in putting together the presentation.  

Key Definitions will need to be included so that students will have a better understanding

Extra time will be available in the library and for IEP students as needed.




	Engage:

Capture the students’ attention, stimulate their thinking and help them access prior knowledge.

	When the students walk in on the first day, a copy of the Bill of Rights will be displayed on the Projector Screen and we will briefly go over what this means to them. 

Each group is to create a game, skit, or song as part of their presentation that helps their fellow students to relate to the amendment.
Student will use their worksheets on PowerPoint Presentations, which they received earlier in the year from their computer class, to help guide them through creating their presentations.

	Explore:

Give students time to think, plan, investigate and organize collected information.

	Groups will have part of one class period, of which to plan out their presentation, including who will be assigned to researching and presenting each part of the presentation.  During this time they will brainstorm for additional information that they will want to present to their classmates using flipcharts.  Then they will have one class period which will take place in the library for research.  One class period to finalize their presentation plus any out of class time to research, organize, and create their presentation using outlines and diagrams.  This information will be used to develop their PowerPoint presentation.

	Explain: 
Involve students in an analysis of their explorations. Use reflective activities to clarify and modify their understanding.

	Students will analyze and interpret the history of their assigned amendment and the implications of their rights because of that amendment.  Students will They will map out the history of the amendment and interpret how this affects what they can and can’t do today.

	Elaborate: 
Give students the opportunity to expand and solidify their understanding of the concept and/or apply it to a real-world situation.

	Students will create a 5 to 7 minute presentation on the 5 key pieces of information on their assigned amendment.  During this presentation, they will also need to incorporate a short skit, game, or song that will help elaborate the point on how this amendment affects them as a student and citizen of the United States.


	Evaluate:
Evaluate throughout the lesson. Present students with a scoring guide at the beginning. Scoring tools developed by teachers (sometimes with student involvement) target what students must know and do. Consistent use of scoring tools can improve learning.

	Students will receive, as part of the information packet a scoring guideline, which includes the 5 key pieces of information (50%) (Amendment name, Why Created, Who benefits, 1 reason for and 1 reason against creation of Amendment, How it affects the United States today), creativity in grabbing class attention (20%), and results of understanding worksheet the class will fill out at end of each presentation (20%), teamwork (10%).


The eMINTS staff has adapted this form from materials available at this website:
http://www.mdk12.org/instruction/curriculum/science/5emodel.html.
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