Social media of the ancient world:
Scholars study graffiti in Pompeii
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Rabacca Bepatia) steppad onta 1he frat fioor of a howse In Pampi, Maly, She entared

1 liny dark oom, Mosquioes whined. Huge molhs Napaed sround ber head, Har fashlight
showed a skeleton thal locked as If it wars siruggling to riss foe tha tloor. Noreinelass
she mavad cleer and saarchas for ireguiritias in tha wall. She soon found 'whal s wes
loaking for: a sting of namas and a chlister of rurbers. This was part of 1he Itvaly gralili
chitchat camied on by ha ciizans of Pampel belora Mot Vesivie erapied in 79

BCE and buried el Gty

“Thyare ara o lew hazerds o Bvs woek,* ughs Banatial, She is a 36-yeardld classicig from
viaghinpton and Lee Unkersity who has spant part ol the pag) 5% summess in Pomcel
“Somatirmas The quards forged o let me oot of tha buiklings et the end of the day!”

RAegandiass, she's always eager b um

Vesuvius Covered Pompell In About 20 Feet Of Ash

Vamnius durped debls on Pornpei for 35 hours, Il covered 1ha city inabout 20 % ol
azh and ssaled up evenything underneath. Shoa the 165 conlury, archanclogie’s have
ascavated aboul twa-thirds. The city s wal preservad, and for thal meeson it offers 3
soecial vew of #1a arcisnt world. Historians, archanokogists, and cinssclsts can 533 what
1w Tke i the micdia of an ordinary day X

From the vary baginning, archacalogiehs noticed large amounts of grallis ontha culsides:
of buikdings. b 1he late 16005, scholars bagan oataking this oraffill troughout the |
skt Bornan weekd. This attarl is halptul ta scholars ke Berefiel. More than 80 parcant
of Poronlts recceded gralliti have sinoa been erssad by rain and wind,

Not The Kind Of Defacement We See Today

In the anaent Roran work), gralftl was o respectad form of writing. It was oftan inlaradive
- ol e Kired of datacement wa naw 86a onrocky cilfs and bathroom stalls Insice aile
owalings, Benefiel has axamingd a5 pleces of grafill, Same were greetings from hends,
caratuly canved sound 1he edges of artwads ntha nome's finest /oo, i a stainesl,
paople ook lurma quating popular poems and eddng thek own alaver twists. 1 clher
pacas the gratlili chice dravings: aboal, 8 peacodc.a kg deer.

Sarty histodans h the past had gacred the grattli, They did not thrk thal swone woelh
sludyrg helsed make i, Bul Benefiel’s obesrvations show sl not rua, "Everyans wes
deing 1" 3ne says,

Scholars Drawn To The Study Of Graffitl

Mordern-cay scholars hass been dran to %o gudy of qraffiti, They ere intarestad ba hear
I vaces of Ihe ron-alha graups thal earlier scha'ars ignored. Today, scho'ars appreciang
qrafili for what I can teach us aboul ardinary paople. ; .

n 1he past four years, thare b been four international cenferances darvariad to ancient
and histeric gramti, One, al England's Uniwarsity of Laicagter, dres sa mary perticipants
thal there wasn epacea foe all of them

"Graftitl Is Often Produced Very Spontaneousty”

~Graffii is olten produoad vary spontaneously, with less thought fan Yirgil or the epic
poelry,” s3ys Clalme Tayler, a lechuror in Grook History & Trity Collage in Dubiin, *h plves
us a diterent plture of sncikant scclely.”




Pablo Ozcariz is a lecturer in ancient history in Madrid who has found thousands of
medieval graffiti in the Cathedral of Pampiona and at the Abbey of La Olivia in Navarre.
*“It's as if someone asks us to write wo diaries,” Ozcériz explains. "One will be published
as 2 very impertant book and the other will be just for me. The first may be more beautiful,
but the second will be more sincere.®

Benefiel's study of Pompeii's graffiti has revealed a number of surprises. She has found

that the feared emperor Nero was much more popular than we tend to think. She's found

that declarations of love were every bit as common then as they are today and thal itwas

acceptable for visitors to carve their opinions about the city inio its walls. She’s discovered

thal the people of Pompeii loved displaying their cleverness via graffiti, from peetry
contests to playful recombinations of the letiers that form Roman numerals.

"mMuch Nicer In Their Graffiti Than We Are”

And she's found that Pompeians expressed far more goodwill than ill will “They were much
nicer in their graffiti than we are,” she says. “There are lots of pairings with the word
‘felictar, which means ‘happily.’ When you pair it with someone's name, it means you're
hoping things go well for that person. There are lots of grafiiti that say ‘Felicter Pompeil.'
wishing the whole town well.”
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I the anclent Roman world, grafit was a respected form of wiling. it
was offiwt inferactive - naf Iha kind of defacemnant we [ow sed on
rociy chifs and bathvoom stals.
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